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Do you think like a scientist?

Look at these questions and circle the smiley face which best matches how good you think are at the following skills. This will give you a good idea of which skills you need to work harder to develop.

	
	Good scientists 
	Am I good at this?

	
	
	
	Very
	A bit
	No

	1.
	Have a natural interest in science and the potential to achieve at high levels
	· Do you read about science?

· Are you interested in one area of science? 
· Are you a member of science clubs?  

· Do you enjoy challenges and problem solving?  
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	2.
	Can take on new knowledge & skills and apply them to different situations 


	· Can you do this?  

· Do you use scientific theories and ideas to explain your work? 

· Do you use skills that you have learnt in other subject areas in your science work?
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	3.
	Can link arguments together to create a train of thought
	· Can you link ideas together to come up with explanations?

· Can you use evidence to justify your answers?  
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	4.
	Are inquisitive and observant
	· Are you observant?  

· Do you ask questions about how things work and why things happen?
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	5.
	Are good at analysing and evaluating information 
	· Can you spot patterns easily?

· Can you assess the reliability of different types of evidence?

· Can you make suggestions on how to improve an experiment?
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	6.
	Have good communication skills and can express their thoughts clearly
	· Can you explain your ideas to your classmates clearly? 

· Do you use scientific vocabulary in your explanations? 
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	7.
	Are creative in seeking solutions to problems
	· Do you use different strategies for finding things out?

· Do you include a combination of evidence and creative ideas in your answers? 
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	8.
	Take risks with their work
	· Can you come up with your own methods for tackling a problem?

· Do you enjoy researching obscure facts?

· Do you look beyond an obvious answer and explore problems in greater depth?
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	9.
	Have an effective working relationship with their teacher
	· Do you ask your teacher for help?  

· Do you act on feedback from your teacher?

· Do you enjoy talking to your teacher about new information or ideas?
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	10.
	Are systematic and methodical in their approach and displays attention to detail
	· Do you decide quickly how to conduct an investigation fairly and manipulate variables?

· Can you suggest hypotheses?

· Do you want accuracy in your investigations? 
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