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Accrediting prior learning
· What methods do you use to initially find out what students already know about a topic?

Listening
Mapping
Testing
Quizzing

History
Concept mapping
Brain storming

· Do you do these as whole class, group or individual activities?

· Do you know what colleagues in your school do?

· What records do you have when starting with a new class and how do you utilise/build upon these?

· If you discover a student has substantial prior knowledge of the topic/subject, what do you do?

· How do you develop these understandings and remediate any gaps in their knowledge?

· What individual strategies have worked for you that allow children to feel safe enough to admit uncertainty?
Mind Mapping

Purpose:

Mind maps – for understanding, learning, communicating and for memory

Maps are models of our thoughts so they differ from individual to individual

Maps play a crucial role in education as they reveal our knowledge and encourage confidence

Maps help us connect patterns and allow use of visual learning techniques – images provide strong stimulating and memorable hooks for memory

Using symbols allows us to build in visual skills of recall and allows interpretation

Spatial awareness is important with maps – allows us to represent hierarchies of concepts effectively

Key rules to follow when creating a mind map
1. Orientation – keep horizontal, keep still

2. Centre – image or key word at centre – key word needs to represent theme

3. Only have max of 7 branches with + or – 2 themes – otherwise won’t be able to organise ideas appropriately

4. Words around the centre need to be abstract & generalised as the words reaching further out will be more specific

5. Spacing of theme needs to be even

6. Writing – single words & in caps

7. Use of icons, graphics, pics
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