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Categories of gifted & talented
The very able high flier

These are learners who demonstrate their ability to learn in a variety of ways. 

· They soak up challenge and respond with understanding and enjoyment.

· They often have a maturity and insight beyond their years and can cope with being different and ahead of their peers.

· Often they are self-motivated, have very supportive parents and teachers who provide opportunities for extending and enriching experiences.

· They are receiving differentiated and challenging opportunities and they are responding at high levels.

The coaster

Often these children do ‘the stint’ and conform to teacher expectation. They play the school game well and can show pages of neat work with repetitive practice without an error.

· They may well be quiet, sensitive children who perceive that the teacher is always occupied.

· They may be deliberately conforming to peer group expectation and may be loath to draw attention to themselves.

· They seldom ask questions because they always understand or perceive their questions as different from the usual.

· This pattern of low-level response can often become a habit, and responding to the joy of challenge is seldom, if ever, experienced.

· Sometimes, daydreaming or decorating work fills the time when the stint to comply with teacher expectation has been completed.

The disaffected

Sometimes, problem behaviour masks potential ability. 

· The teacher’s attention is understandably absorbed by the confrontational behaviour, particularly if the learner is aggressive, disruptive in the classroom, very withdrawn or inclined to be highly active. 

· In areas of high social and economic disadvantage, many potentially able children are under-challenged. 
· They have few positive outlets for their mental and creative energy and, sadly, too many temptations to engage in anti-social behaviour. Such behaviour becomes a habit and requires intensive cooperative work between school, home and the learner over a prolonged period of time.
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