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How to identify gifted and talented students

Transcript 

Slide 1

Here you’ll find out what the term ‘gifted and talented’ means, together with some issues and processes surrounding identifying gifted and talented students. 

You’ll be encouraged to reflect on your own method of identifying students and you’ll be given advice on the different types of guidance and information available.

Slide 2

Have you ever thought whether there is a difference between ‘gifted’ and ‘talented’?

‘Gifted’ refers to the academic ability of the student, while ‘talented’ refers to their abilities in music, art, drama or sport.

‘Gifted’ and ‘talented’ are not mutually exclusive, and a student can be both gifted and talented.

Slide 3

Schools create registers of gifted and talented students.

· The register should reflect the top 5–10% of students in the school

· Two-thirds should be gifted and one-third talented

· It should be representative, as far as is possible, of the school’s make-up, including gender, ethnicity, FSM, etc.

Schools should always review their register against these parameters.

Slide 4

What would you say were the characteristics of gifted and talented students that you have taught? 

Do they have any characteristics in common?

Quite often gifted and talented students can be characterised by common traits.

What other characteristics would you add to this list?  Are they subject related? 

Slide 5

Some characteristics of gifted and talented students are positive. For example, they work quickly, are fast learners and need little repetition.

But sometimes these characteristics can be seen as being negative. Students can be a disruptive influence within the class. A student who’s always asking probing questions or who’s always looking for extra work can actually interfere with the day-to-day management of the classroom. 

If this is the case, have you ever thought about what sort of day this gifted student might be having?

What sort of pressure do you think they might be under? 

Are they reaching their true potential?

Slide 6

There are varying degrees of achievement among gifted and talented students.

· There is the very able high flyer – a student who demonstrates ability in a variety of ways. They soak up challenge, they’re self-motivated, they have supportive parents and teachers, and they’re receiving differentiated and challenging opportunities. They respond at all levels.

· There is the coaster – the student who does exactly what they have to and never anything more. They never push themselves that little bit further. 

· And there’s the disaffected underachiever. In this case, problem behaviour may hide potential ability. These students can be withdrawn and may be getting into trouble in and out of school.

Slide 7

You should be aware of these three types of students and look beyond the classic gifted and talented student to see who has the potential, given the right opportunity.

When you’re trying to decide how to identify students in school, you need to think about how effective each method of identification is, and review the strengths and limitations of each one. 

Which method do you use in your school? Have you reflected on the effectiveness of the tools you use?

Slide 8

Identification can be based on two models.

· The PIP model – provide, identify and provide. The school’s provision reveals a student’s ability.  As a result, activities and learning can be provided in school for the reach of the individual

· And the DIP model – define, identify and provide. Schools define what gifted is. Students who fit that definition are identified, and a teaching and learning programme is established to suit that individual. 

Which model do you use in your school? Or do you use a mixture of both?

Slide 9

The different methods used for identifying gifted and talented students have strengths and limitations. 

Teacher nomination is where teachers use their professional judgment and detailed knowledge of the student to make an assessment on who is gifted and talented within their classroom. 

However, it can be subjective if not undertaken against agreed criteria. 

Checklists are easy to handle, they’re easily accessible and can provide students with specific learning difficulties the opportunity to demonstrate ability in particular subject areas. But they can also be time-consuming and run the risk of creating stereotypes.

Slide 10

Schools can measure progress over time with intelligence tests, as they are based on clear criteria. They can be useful in identifying able children who are underachieving but they can also be quite difficult for some ethnic and social groups, and for students with special needs. 

Who better to tell you about the gifted child than the parents, the friend or the child themselves?

Slide 11

We can also use Howard Gardner’s model of multiple intelligences. The theory is based on the idea that ability presents itself in a variety of ways. As children possess many talents, they need to be recognised. Gardner defines intelligence as the ability to solve problems. 

Slide 12

Whatever method we use in school, we need to ensure that it’s rigorous, transparent, fair and that it doesn’t discriminate against any particular groups.

Slide 13

Identification has been most successful in schools:

· when there has been an awareness and discussion about the characteristics of the gifted and talented students – particularly in relation to specific subjects 

· when there has been scrutiny over the information that has been handed to teachers to help them in their identification processes

· when special attention has been given to under-represented groups

· and when parents and students themselves have been involved in the whole identification process.

Slide 14

If you would like further, subject-specific identification methods, go to the National Curriculum website for more in-depth descriptions relating to each subject area.
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