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Overview of provision transcript

Slide 1

This section focuses on effective provision for gifted and talented students within the whole-class setting.

Slide 2

When teaching the whole class, you should ensure that there are strategies in place to cater for all students – including those that are gifted and talented.  

Slide 3

Provision is about extending your teaching style and repertoire. You need to create lessons that can be extended to offer more in-depth challenges for gifted and talented students.   

It is a whole school issue; all teachers need to see gifted and talented education as part of the ethos of inclusion.  

Slide 4

What is an appropriate learning culture for gifted and talented students? Is it any different to the learning culture for all students?

Try to make your approach to teaching as imaginative and unconstrained as possible. Get your students to think about their own learning and monitor how well your message is getting across. 

Slide 5

The five key dimensions for successful provision as recommended by the QCA include: 

· Breadth – objectives are clustered together and applied in different contexts.

· Depth – making objectives more demanding, adding greater complexity or abstraction.

· Acceleration – working at a faster pace. 

· Independence – allowing students to set their own tasks, extend their own ideas, work with minimal support and build on their own particular style of learning.

· Reflection – encouraging students to make their understanding explicit and evaluate what they have learnt.

Slide 6

To provide effectively for gifted and talented students you need to plan effectively.  

You should focus on the QCA key dimensions but you should also think about specific strategies.

· In your class develop an awareness of the process rather than the product of teaching and learning.

· Differentiate memory from thinking processes and tasks.

· Always allow time for thinking.

· Develop problem-solving activities with students.

Slide 7

Encourage students to be involved in setting the goals of the task. 

Allow time to look at the drafting process, indicate the criteria for success, as well as the final end product. Reflect on what they need to do next once they’ve achieved the objective. 

There are some pitfalls to avoid in planning.

Slide 8

You should avoid giving gifted and talented students more of the same work – give them something different.

Don’t expect them to work by themselves the whole time.  

When using ICT with gifted and talented students, make sure it’s focused, relevant and fits in with learning objectives.

Ensure that gifted and talented students are always engaged by using a variety of groupings.

Don’t use gifted and talented students as mentors for the less able all of the time. Make sure they have access to their own mentors where possible.

Ensure that learning ties in with the student’s preferred learning styles and interests.

There are some additional strategies that can be implemented for gifted and talented students…

Slide 9

Try starting the lesson with a session that helps you find out what students already know about a particular topic. And then do something with it. 

Another strategy is curriculum compacting.

Slide 10

Curriculum compacting is used to streamline the regular curriculum for students who are capable of mastering it at a faster pace.   

The Deep cells and Interdependence websites are examples of curriculum compacting. 

It is important to compact by topic and to focus on the student’s strengths not on their weaknesses.

Assigning the gifted and talented student the most difficult task first can also save time and frustration.

Slide 11

This is the first step towards more formal compacting and is most effective with skill-based assignments. 

Give a student the most difficult part of an assignment first. If the student completes this section correctly, they don’t have to answer the rest of the assignment – you’ll have saved them time and can move them onto other more challenging assignments.

If the student fails, you should have them work on previous parts of the assignment in the usual way. 

Slide 12 

Gifted and talented students appreciate being autonomous and having control over their learning.

Allow them to choose their task from a wide selection and let them decide how to present their work. You, as a teacher, are still in control of their learning but it allows flexibility and choice for the student.

Use e-TASC as a thinking and problem-solving tool to promote independent working.

Slide 13

Finally, there are three other strategies which may be of interest to you – questioning skills, differentiation and an overview of thinking skills. You can find these in other modules of this Teacher Tools website.
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