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Thinking skills transcript
Slide 1 

This section gives an overview of thinking skills, on the different types of thinking that exist and how you can foster thinking within the classroom.

So what does ‘thinking’ mean?

Slide 2 

When you say to a student ‘think about it’, do they know what they’re supposed to be doing? 

How would you define thinking?

Slide 3 

There are a variety of thinking skills – including information processing, reasoning, enquiry, creative thought and evaluation. 

And there are two types of thinking…

Slide 4 

… critical and creative.

Critical thinking is essential for success and survival. One definition of thinking is by Robert Ennis.

An awareness of critical-thinking skills will allow students to become more independent and aware of themselves.

Slide 5

Teaching programmes that develop creative thinking break away from the ‘right-orientated’ style of teaching.  

Teachers need to help students’ minds do new things. 

Students should be encouraged to be creative, to be inventive and to discover. They should be helped to develop humour, wonder and imagination. 

How do we teach students to become more effective thinkers?

Slide 6

Thinking skills are part of all good teaching and learning.

To think effectively, students need to have background knowledge and information about the topic they are engaged in.

They need to develop critical concepts and the appropriate vocabulary – the concepts facilitate thinking and judgement.

They need to know the principles that govern quality thinking and judgement including argumentation and logic, justification, feasibility and fairness.

Students need to be taught thinking ‘strategy’ – that is, devices that may be useful for guiding performance, tasks and habits. 

Students should also be taught about the correct attitudes to thinking. These include open-mindedness, enquiring, critical attitude, respect for high quality performances and intellectual work ethic.

Slide 7

Thinking can be developed in the classroom by encouraging students to listen through shared thinking sessions and by encouraging them to question, to consider and weigh up evidence, and to explore alternatives.

This should be done openly, through discussion, as well as through collaborative work.

Teachers should model the thinking process.

Let’s consider how to develop a thinking classroom.

Slide 8

There are six key ingredients to a thinking classroom.

1. Make sure the climate is appropriate for students to think in. 

2. Immerse students into the language of thinking. 

3. Set a good pace for delivery of lessons.

4. Make thinking an active process. 

5. Try to develop a community of thinkers.

And finally… 

6. Always build in time for reflection. 

In the classroom the teacher should be on hand to ask challenging and probing questions that invite appropriate, reasoned judgement and should always reward thinking when evaluating a student’s work. 

Slide 9

Take some time to consider what’s going on in your class. 

When do you involve students in classifying and sorting ideas and concepts in order to make patterns and connections?

How do you encourage students to organise their memory skills and their thoughts?

How often do you use mind mapping, signs, symbols and information grouping with these students?  

How do you encourage your students to develop their thinking skills?

Slide 10 

How do you involve your students in decision making where they’re required to define the situation and state the goal, generate ideas, and so forth? 

When do you give students opportunities to compare and contrast situations and alternatives so they can develop logical and analytical thinking skills?


What are you doing to raise students’ awareness of how they think?

If you’re not doing any of these at the moment, how will you start?

Slide 11

If you wish to introduce a thinking skills programme in your classroom, use LGT’s resource e-TASC. 
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